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JOYCE R. NIBLACK, JD, 
 Intellectual property attorney diagnosed with  

 ET in 1988   
 Her diagnosis  changed to PV in 1996 
 Secondary myelofibrosis since 1990 

   
 Her father also had ET and lived to 92.  

 
 Ruben, Ayalew and I each had the privilege (and 

challenge) of being her doctor until Valentines Day of 
2009 when she passed on from complications of 
therapy for lymphoma 



Joyce Niblack, JD 
 Her activities included; 

 Advocate of patient information, education and support  
 Founder and co-administration of MPD-NET online 

support group 
 Editor of MPD VOICE Newsletter 
 Editor of the MPD home page www.mpdinfo.org.  
 President of the CMPD Education Foundation 

http://www.mpdinfo.org./


Joyce Founded This Conference in 
September of 2001 



Conference Speakers in 2003 
September of 2001 



Some Thoughts 



Sometimes Doctors Change 
Their Recommendations 



Sometimes Doctors Change 
Their Recommendations 



Sometimes Medicine Confuses Us 



Sometimes We Feel Small, Alone and Afraid 



We Want to Get Advice from the Right 
People 



We want Practical Advice we can use 





Agenda for This 8th Conference 
Saturday (Heavy Lifting Day) 

Saturday February 21, 2015 

 8:00  John Camoriano, MD PhD  Host and Moderator 
 8:00 Ruben Mesa, MD PhD               Welcome & Conference Dedication 
 8:05 Robert Kralovics, PhD                            Genetics of MPN: from Initiation to 

Progression 
 8:45 Brady Stein, MD PhD  Current Guidelines in MPN Response and Therapy 

 9:45 Hans Hasselbalch, MD PhD  Inflammation, Interferons and MPNs 
 10:15 Srdan Verstovsek, MD PhD  Evolving Management of MF 
 10:45 Richard Silver, MD PhD   PV and ET in 2015  
 11:15 Panel Discussion 

 13:00 Joachim Deeg, MD PhD  Evolving role of Transplant for MPNs 
 13:30 Ruben Mesa, MD PhD  What Should We Expect From MPN 

Therapies 
 14:00 Susan Leclair, PhD  Common MPN Laboratory Questions 

 15:15 Breakout Sessions  ET, PV, MF 
 17:00 Adjourn 

 



Agenda for This 8th Conference 
Sunday (Half-Day) 
Sunday, February 22 
 8:00 Laura Michaelis, MD  

Gender and MPNs: What Should We Consider? 
 

 8:30 Jason Gotlib, MD PhD   
Navigating the Clinical Trial Experience 
 

 9:00 Rajiv K. Pruthi, MBBS   
New Drugs for Blood Clots - Implications for MPNs 

 10:00  Denise Millstine, MD   
Integrative Medicine in MPNs 
 

 11:00 Panel Discussion 

 





Witness vs Attorney 
  
ATTORNEY: What is your date of birth?  
 



Witness vs Attorney 
  
ATTORNEY: What is your date of birth?  
WITNESS: July 18th.  
 



Witness vs Attorney 
  
ATTORNEY: What is your date of birth?  
WITNESS: July 18th.  
ATTORNEY: What year?  
 



Witness vs Attorney 
  
ATTORNEY: What is your date of birth?  
WITNESS: July 18th.  
ATTORNEY: What year?  
WITNESS: Every year.  
 



MD vs Attorney 
ATTORNEY: Now doctor, isn't it true that when a 
person dies in his sleep, he doesn't know about it 
until the next morning?  
 
 

 



MD vs Attorney 
ATTORNEY: Now doctor, isn't it true that when a 
person dies in his sleep, he doesn't know about it 
until the next morning?  
 
 
WITNESS: Did you actually pass the bar exam?  

 



Witness vs Attorney 
ATTORNEY: She had three children, right?  
 



Witness vs Attorney 
ATTORNEY: She had three children, right?  
WITNESS: Yes.  
 



Witness vs Attorney 
ATTORNEY: She had three children, right?  
WITNESS: Yes.  
ATTORNEY: How many were boys?  
 



Witness vs Attorney 
ATTORNEY: She had three children, right?  
WITNESS: Yes.  
ATTORNEY: How many were boys?  
WITNESS: None.  
 



Witness vs Attorney 
ATTORNEY: She had three children, right?  
WITNESS: Yes.  
ATTORNEY: How many were boys?  
WITNESS: None.  
ATTORNEY: Were there any girls?  
 



Witness vs Attorney 
ATTORNEY: She had three children, right?  
WITNESS: Yes.  
ATTORNEY: How many were boys?  
WITNESS: None.  
ATTORNEY: Were there any girls?  
WITNESS: Your Honor, I think I need a different 
attorney. Can I get a new attorney?  
 



Witness vs Attorney 
ATTORNEY: How was your first marriage 
terminated?  
 



Witness vs Attorney 
ATTORNEY: How was your first marriage 
terminated?  
WITNESS: By death..  
 



Witness vs Attorney 
ATTORNEY: How was your first marriage 
terminated?  
WITNESS: By death..  
ATTORNEY: And by whose death was it terminated?  
 



Witness vs Attorney 
ATTORNEY: How was your first marriage 
terminated?  
WITNESS: By death..  
ATTORNEY: And by whose death was it terminated?  
WITNESS: Take a guess.  
 



Witness vs Attorney 
ATTORNEY: Can you describe the individual?  
 

 



Witness vs Attorney 
ATTORNEY: Can you describe the individual?  
WITNESS: He was about medium height and had a 
beard  
 

 



Witness vs Attorney 
ATTORNEY: Can you describe the individual?  
WITNESS: He was about medium height and had a 
beard  
ATTORNEY: Was this a male or a female?  
 

 



Witness vs Attorney 
ATTORNEY: Can you describe the individual?  
WITNESS: He was about medium height and had a 
beard  
ATTORNEY: Was this a male or a female?  
WITNESS: Unless the Circus was in town I'm going 
with male.  
 

 



Witness vs Attorney 
ATTORNEY: Is your appearance here this morning 
pursuant to a deposition notice which I sent to your 
attorney?  
  

 



Witness vs Attorney 
ATTORNEY: Is your appearance here this morning 
pursuant to a deposition notice which I sent to your 
attorney?  
 
 
WITNESS: No, this is how I dress when I go to work.   

 



Witness vs Attorney 
ATTORNEY: ALL your responses MUST be oral, OK? 
What school did you go to?  



Witness vs Attorney 
ATTORNEY: ALL your responses MUST be oral, OK? 
What school did you go to?  
 
WITNESS: Oral...   



MD vs JD 
ATTORNEY: Doctor, how many of your autopsies 
have you performed on dead people?  

 



MD vs JD 
ATTORNEY: Doctor, how many of your autopsies 
have you performed on dead people?  
 
WITNESS: All of them. The live ones put up too 
much of a fight.  

 



MD vs JD 
ATTORNEY: Do you recall the time that you 
examined the body?  
 

 



MD vs JD 
ATTORNEY: Do you recall the time that you 
examined the body?  
 
WITNESS: The autopsy started around 8:30 PM  

 



MD vs JD 
ATTORNEY: Do you recall the time that you 
examined the body?  
 
WITNESS: The autopsy started around 8:30 PM  
 
ATTORNEY: And Mr. Denton was dead at the time?  

 



MD vs JD 
ATTORNEY: Do you recall the time that you 
examined the body?  
 
WITNESS: The autopsy started around 8:30 PM  
 
ATTORNEY: And Mr. Denton was dead at the time?  
 
WITNESS: If not, he was by the time I finished.  

 



MD vs Attorney 
ATTORNEY: Doctor, before you performed the 
autopsy, did you check for a pulse?  
 
 

 



MD vs Attorney 
ATTORNEY: Doctor, before you performed the 
autopsy, did you check for a pulse?  
WITNESS: No.  
 
 

 



MD vs Attorney 
ATTORNEY: Doctor, before you performed the 
autopsy, did you check for a pulse?  
WITNESS: No.  
ATTORNEY: Did you check for blood pressure?  
 
 

 



MD vs Attorney 
ATTORNEY: Doctor, before you performed the 
autopsy, did you check for a pulse?  
WITNESS: No.  
ATTORNEY: Did you check for blood pressure?  
WITNESS: No.  
 
 

 



MD vs Attorney 
ATTORNEY: Doctor, before you performed the 
autopsy, did you check for a pulse?  
WITNESS: No.  
ATTORNEY: Did you check for blood pressure?  
WITNESS: No.  
ATTORNEY: Did you check for breathing?  
 
 

 



MD vs Attorney 
ATTORNEY: Doctor, before you performed the 
autopsy, did you check for a pulse?  
WITNESS: No.  
ATTORNEY: Did you check for blood pressure?  
WITNESS: No.  
ATTORNEY: Did you check for breathing? 
Witness: No  
 
 

 



MD vs Attorney 
ATTORNEY: So, then it is possible that the patient 
was alive when you began the autopsy?  
 



MD vs Attorney 
ATTORNEY: So, then it is possible that the patient 
was alive when you began the autopsy?  
WITNESS: No.  
 



MD vs Attorney 
ATTORNEY: So, then it is possible that the patient 
was alive when you began the autopsy?  
WITNESS: No.  
ATTORNEY: How can you be so sure, Doctor?  

 



MD vs Attorney 
ATTORNEY: So, then it is possible that the patient 
was alive when you began the autopsy?  
WITNESS: No.  
ATTORNEY: How can you be so sure, Doctor?  
WITNESS: Because his brain was sitting on my desk 
in a jar.  

 



MD vs Attorney 
ATTORNEY: So, then it is possible that the patient 
was alive when you began the autopsy?  
WITNESS: No.  
ATTORNEY: How can you be so sure, Doctor?  
WITNESS: Because his brain was sitting on my desk 
in a jar.  
ATTORNEY: I see, but could the patient have still 
been alive, nevertheless?  

 



MD vs Attorney 
ATTORNEY: So, then it is possible that the patient 
was alive when you began the autopsy?  
WITNESS: No.  
ATTORNEY: How can you be so sure, Doctor?  
WITNESS: Because his brain was sitting on my desk 
in a jar.  
ATTORNEY: I see, but could the patient have still 
been alive, nevertheless?  
WITNESS: Yes, it is possible that he could have been 
alive and practicing law.  
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